The Philippine news media has been dubbed by several media watchdogs as one of the freest media community in Asia. In fact, it has full protection from the The Constitution "Power and the News Media", the media has the power to "control to some extent the minds of readers or viewers, but not only directly their actions…". However, despite that persuasive power of the media, he also surmised that "whatever the symbolic power of the news media, at least some media users will generally be able to resist such persuasion" (van Dijk, 1995, p. 10-11) .
Maxwell McCombs (McCombs & Reynolds, 2002) reiterates this perceived power of the media to control the mindset of its readers and audiences. In his Agenda Setting Theory, the news media has the ability to infl uence the salience of topics on the public agenda. McCombs' theory highlights the power of the news media to select certain parts of the news coverage and leave out segments which are necessarily not of the "public's interest" to know. Meaning, some aspects of the daily news agenda is deliberately left out, not published nor aired at all for some reason:
Newspapers provide a host of cues about the salience of the topics in the daily news -lead story on page one, other front page display, large headlines, etc. Television news also offers numerous cues about salience -the opening story on the newscast, length of time devoted to the story, etc. These cues repeated day after day effectively communicate the importance of each topic. In other words, the news media can set the agenda for the public's attention to that small group of issues around which public opinion forms (McCombs & Reynolds, 2002, p. 1) .
The theory further suggests this type of trending leads to "agenda setting", where a pattern or repeated relay of information has been developed through the days of reportage.
Over a period of time, issues are emphasized, some get treated light coverage while others do not even get the attention. He also assumes that the press and the media fi lter and shape the agenda and subsequently, certain stories are pushed into the public agenda. Different sections of the media may be cheering, reproving and denouncing powerholders on the same day. Indeed, a single publication may itself play diverse roles. Different columnists and editors may adopt different forms of political agency within the same issue of the same publication: a critical front page story indicates that the publication is seeking to restrain certain power-holders, while a bland editorial appears to offer them tacit support, and an aggressive columnist calls for their resignations (McCargo, 2003, p. 2-4) . …audience, to a varying degree, to "resist", "subvert", and "recode" certain cultural symbols to express meanings that are different from the ones intended by their creators, thereby empowering consumers, rather than producers… it promised a complete reversal of the monopolistic hierarchy of the author and the presumed passivity of the audience in receiving meaning. The term "semiotic democracy" offered an interesting juxtaposition of ideals -political liberty, freedom of expression and creation-alongside a basic disruption of the common assumptions that inhere in authorial control (Katyal, 2012, p. 1) . William Fisher III (2004b) VOLUME 14, NOMOR 1, Juni 2017: 61-74 of art, be it fi lm, news, and other media products. It is the continuing proliferation of cheaper or free but quality software and hardware that has become available for the ordinary consumer. He also opines "the new technology opportunities for a different style of creativity-more collaborative and playful, less individualist or hierarchical" (Fisher III, 2004a, p. 31) .
These factors of setting the agenda also coincide with the concept of "agenda cutting". In a monograph by Rita Colistra (2012, p. 100-102) , agenda cutting is a "process whereby problems or issues have attention directed away from them by receiving little or no media coverage". She cites Wober and Gunter on how agenda cutting came about. One factor is through the media's logistical constraints, whereby news outlets could only gather information and present a certain amount of stories or reports depending on their resources such as manpower. Prejudices also "cut-off" certain issues of the society. This is where journalists, intentionally or not, use subjective judgment in deciding on what stories to omit. As with any organization, news outfi ts are not immune from internal and external infl uences. Internal infl uence comes from owners/executives or managers who have editorial powers and external sources are indirect relationships to these organizations such as governments, private institutions, or even their competitors in their businesses. Though Colistra's study focuses on the view of writers and reporters of content, the endusers of the news are particularly affected because the aforementioned factors infl uence the way "gatekeepers" of information set the agenda.
In the case of the Philippines, the media community has long had the keys to the gates of information where they had monopoly of doing the news with various infl uencers who set or cut the news agenda. 
Figure 4 Supporters Engagement in Mudslinging
The advantage of social media is it is relatively free to comment. This leads to the second factor for the rise of the anti-media, which is the freedom to speak one's mind. Various FB pages, mostly groups, which are connected or support to then candidate Duterte, called for the boycott of the largest broadcaster in the country for allegedly having bias for the administration's ticket. One such group is "Boycott Abs-Cbn Station". On its page introduction, the group aims to encourage supporters to stop watching the programs of the said station because of its alleged bias in reporting facts. The page is full of posts with pictures of people showing placards to "boycott" and the logo of the company. They also use the tags such as "#ABSCBNBoycott" in order for the posts to be easily found on Facebook. They are taking advantage of the tools and features of Facebook to further their agenda to do damage in a way that the station is perceived with bias. 
